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Course Description

This class is for ESL students at the intermediate level or higher who want to sound more natural when speaking English.  Activities will focus on increasing student awareness of the sounds of American English, improving intelligibility, and producing speech more fluently.

Course Objectives
This course will:

· present the speech rhythm patterns of American English;

· present the speech pitch patterns of American English;
· present speech reductions;

· present speech thought groups;
· provide opportunities to listen to and differentiate between patterns of rhythm, patterns of pitch, reductions, and thought groups;
· provide activities that practice  patterns of rhythm, patterns of pitch, reductions, and thought groups;

· demonstrate how to read the pronunciation guide in a dictionary;

· give feedback on correct pronunciation;

· provide practice on pronunciation on the computer.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will: 

Communication Skills

Demonstrate improved comprehension and pronunciation of the following:
· stress and unstress of


-structure words


-focus words


-basic sentence patterns


-weak syllables


-long vowels


-short vowels

· speech pitch

· reductions

· thought groups

Decision Making Skills

· monitor one’s own pronunciation;

· use a graph to record progress;

· plan how to continue improving one’s own pronunciation.

Interpersonal Skills

· demonstrate cooperative skills;

· give feedback to others about their pronunciation.

Lifelong Learning Skills

· use technology (computer, recording equipment, audio materials, telephone voice


mail system);

· extend pronunciation rules beyond class materials;

· use dictionary resources to improve pronunciation by interpreting phonetic symbols

and stress patterns;
· reflect on and evaluate course materials and activities.
Length of Course:
33 hrs per term

Grading Criteria:
Pass/No pass

Completion 

Assessment:
Successful completion of 80% of the above objectives and 80% 



attendance

Prerequisites:
Student Performance Level 6+ as measured by the BEST Plus, CASAS Functional Writing Assessment score of 2+

Required Text:
Targeting Pronunciation by Sue F. Miller 




Outreach sites:  Sounds Great, Book 1 by Beisbier
Materials Used:
Audio cassettes, CDs, teacher-made supplementary materials, overhead, blackboard, computers with pronunciation software, recording equipment

Methods Used:
Pre- and post-course diagnostic testing, listening practice, minimal pair practice, short presentations, interviews, picture descriptions, paragraph reading, information gap, audio/recording equipment, songs, chants, and computer lab work with pronunciation software

Progress Checks:
Quizzes, voice mail messages, reflection journals, self assessments, 


final oral interview

Major Topic Outline

1.  stress and unstress of



-structure words



-focus words



-basic sentence patterns



-weak syllables



-long vowels



-short vowels

2.
speech pitch

3.
reductions

4.
thought groups
